TIP SHEET FOR YOUNG JOURNALISTS
1. READ ABOUT JOURNALISM. Journalism is in a time of change right now. If you want to secure a future in this field, you have to stay on top of current trends. What technologies coming out will affect the news industry? How are news organizations doing fiscally? What are other organizations doing to innovate journalism? How is social media/reader engagement playing a role?


· Use “Google Reader” (reader.google.com) and subscribe to blogs. Try these for starters: Nieman Journalism Lab, Romenesko, MediaShift Idea Lab, E-Media Tidbits, 10,000 Words.

· Use Twitter and follow other journalists and innovators. Start with the following: @jayrosen_nyu, @palafo, @mathewi, @ryansholin, @jeffjarvis. Engage with them, even.
Also use Twitter’s Lists and follow: 
@jayrosen_nyu/young-smart-newsies, @palafo/linkers, 
@danielbachhuber/copress-network


2. SPEND TIME IN THE OFFICE. In my 4.5 years, this theory has never failed me: The people who spend a lot of time at CM Life become the big players in the journalism industry. You learn a lot about how a newsroom operates simply by being in one, especially when big breaking news is happening.


· Sign up for one breaking news shift every day. Use it as time to do homework if there’s nothing for you to do.


· Read stories you write with the news editors. And never hesitate to ask me to read a story with you. Listening to a critique of your work is how you get better.


· Pitch stories to your editors. We editors can’t know everything that’s happening and every story on campus when we’re in the office as much as we are. Give us your ideas, even if you think they’re stupid. We might disagree.


· Finally…. Read CM Life. It is amazing how many journalism majors I see that don’t do this. Read what other fellow journalists are writing, and how they write. Stay on top of what’s going on at CMU. Compare the story you turned in to how it appears in the newspaper. Read other newspapers, too. (but not the Morning Sun)
3. EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED. Editors will usually hand you assignments with descriptions and sources to contact, but never expect everything to go by the book. You may find yourself contacting sources or digging up a story your editor never knew about. This especially holds true at meetings ​— for example, the Medical School announcement a year and a half ago, one of 2008’s biggest stories, was not listed on the Board of Trustees’ agenda.

· Use your news judgment. This can take years to perfect. But always ask yourself: What is the news? What do students want/need to know about? 


· Communicate. Communication is essential for CM Life to succeed as an effective news source. Talk to your editor about your story. Work closely with photographers on assignment so you’re on the same page ​— this can lead to an effective package and your work appearing on the front page.


4. ALWAYS DO MORE THAN YOU’RE ASKED. We will set requirements, minimums and all that for each story, but they shouldn’t be treated as maximum effort. Get four sources when we ask for three. Find more reliable links than what we provide. Find other angles to a story we may not have thought of. Always be curious, with your editors and with your sources on assignment. 

5.  TRY OTHER MEDIUMS (BE CONVERGENT). You may want to be a writer once you graduate, but knowing how to do other things in journalism is absolutely essential to securing a decent job — including things left untaught by the journalism department. Try working on a couple video assignments. Learn how to edit audio and video. Teach yourself the Web, HTML, CSS and even JavaScript. You just might uncover an even bigger passion.

· Job shadow. Follow one of our videographers on assignment and/or watch them edit video. Sit down with our online editor and see what they look for when editing online posts. Pick everybody’s brain (including mine). The best learning experience is watching someone with experience at work.


6. NETWORK, NETWORK, NETWORK. Twitter is a huge aid in this. Getting your name out there and making yourself known to other journalists around the state and the country is absolutely critical to success, even if you are brand new to the industry.

· Interview with every employer that comes to CMU. Even if you have one or two clips and know you’re underqualified, you are getting your face out there, getting valuable interview experience and even earning insight into what professional journalism is like. Schedule trips to a few publications, even — the Bay City Times and Saginaw News are just one hour away.


· Mail out packets with your resume, cover letter and clips. You will typically have an edge over a lot of applicants for internships and jobs if the person looking over your work already knows who you are.


· Build an online portfolio. I have one: BrianManzullo.com. Create a blog with your work on it and market it to every journalist you talk to, even on Twitter. It gives you that Web experience you could really need down the road while also bolstering your personal brand. If you have an interest in doing this, talk to me sometime.

